L Dey MARTIN DONNELLY (1870-1948, an instructor of English literature at Bryn Mawr College, was one of the many female friends with whom Russell corresponded. In the first draft of a biographics ketch of her, Edith Finch (Russell's fourth wife) writes:
autumn and early winter of 1903. It is not, however, only this love interest that makes Lucy Donnelly's letters to Helen Flexner so interesting-after all Russell's reputation as a charismatic lady's man is certainly well known-but the correspondence has more to offer in the form of insightful and revealing remarks about the Russell household. Lucy's observations and "reportage" to Helen are characterized by numerous comments about Russell. The correspondence offers references to his deteriorating marriage to Alys, his involvement with the Free Trade campaign, his relationship with Mrs. Whitehead, and his reaction to the publication of "The Free Man's Worship". In contrast to these specific topics Lucy's impressions raise issues of a general nature regarding the scholarly use of a set of correspondence. Problems such as the reliability of an individual's recorded descriptions are inevitable in considering the usefulness of letters. The reader of letters must be critical about the letter-writer just as the literary critic is critical of the narrative voice in a work of fiction. In any event Lucy's letters to Helen offer yet another glimpse of the protean aspect of Russell's character.
II
The visit during the autumn of 1903 came at a crucial time in Lucy's life. In mid-September her closest friend, Helen Thomas, married Dr. Simon Flexner who became the first director of the Rockefeller Institute for Medical Research.
2 Indeed, in Lucy's mind the marriage was a threat to her ten-year friendship with Helen. As James Thomas Flexner points out in his biographical study of his parents, Lucy was "thrown into consternation by her friend's engagement" (pp. 4 0 6-7). In a holograph note Russell mentions that he "tried to rescue" Lucy from the depression she was experiencing by "offering the consolations of philosophy". 3 In one of the early letters to Helen, Lucy describes the Russells' apartment at 13, Cheyne Walk, Chelsea, as "cheerless" and "uncared for". As the letters progress she writes of a growing affinity between herself and Russell. Permeating the correspondence are comments that indicate the amount of time they spent together, such as "I had a talk to Bertie-three hours long!" (27 Oct. 1903) ,4 "Afterward we talked and talked in his study" (28 Oct.), and "since I returned I have been talking to Bertie" (2 Nov.). On a more dramatic note she explains: Unfortunately, the letters do not always record the details of their lengthy conversations. However, what is revealed is the verbal rapport that emerges between them and the transformation of such talk to paper in the voluminous letters that they wrote to each other until 1948.
One aspect of Lucy's letters is their ability to capture the rhythm of daily life. She writes: "It takes him half an hour, he says, & more, often, in the morning to dress up his mind for the day, before he can dress up himself in turn" (31 Oct.). Her admiration for him, as well as her over-zealous desire to sympathize with him, are both significant themes that recur throughout the letters. Both of these characteristics are clearly evident in the following:
He is desperately unhappy & cd not work or stay alone even-he felt solitude a very nightmare he said. My heart went out to him in sympathy: he is very fine I think. H!= struggles hard to do right & sets himself the severest standards, and so far as I can see, lives up to them as far as any mortal cd. (30 Oct.) In his autobiography Russell describes the years from 1902 until 1910 as unhappy and suffused with difficult intellectual activity.s The letters that he wrote to Lucy during this time illustrate these stressful years. Lucy felt very strongly about what appears to be rather eclectic topics of conversation with Russell, and she undoubtedly treasured her role as his confidant. She warns Helen that "Bertie has talked to me often very personally, so far as I can judge, & possibly I shd not have written to you even so much as I have of what he has said" (Sunday [22 Nov.] ). Lucy valued Russell's company so much that she informed Helen that the conversations she had with him would last her in the "quiet life at Bryn Mawr many a year" and "teach her to think for herself" (ibid.). Lucy's letters focus in part on Russell's state of mind and more importantly his effect on her. After the first week with the Russells, Lucy asserts that being under "Bertie's roof and guidance" has absorbed her. Her absorption in Russell was in fact detected by Helen's sister, Grace,· whose cryptic warning to Lucy is worth considering:
Grace amused me a great deal by telling me I was evidently very much under Bertie's influence. She warned me against it. She said she knew its perniciousness from experience: she had been under it for a time but had happily after a little come out. I said I wanted to be influenced: she shook her head over me. (29 Oct.) In fact Grace removed Lucy from Russell's pervasive influence by offering shelter at her home for a month beginning in late November; still, Lucy often saw the Russells. Although Russell claims to have found Lucy "less vivid and less interesting" than Helen, she clearly felt otherwise. He must have enjoyed her as a captivated listener.
She certainly listened attentively to his discourses on the free trade issue. She mentions that she is familiar with all of "Bertie's arguments" (17 Nov.), and at one point she states that Russell has forgotten her for free trade (8 Dec.).6 Referring to the opponents of free trade, Russell sends a message through Lucy to Helen's husband, Dr. Simon Flexner, informing him that a new disease called "Fiscalitis" has been invented (17 Nov.). On a more serious note and in a more detailed vein, his views concerning the controversy are reported by Lucy:
Bertie came to see me yesterday afternoon, fagged & depressed by his election's going wrong for all his hard work. He said he understood why the working man, the best of them, go for Chamberlain-the idea of the Empire touches their imaginations & the brotherhood of the colonies their hearts. The less gd & more interested of the working men go with the Free Traders, those who are most concerned with not having their wages lowered, those who have no imaginations. As for anti-imperialism, little England, they can- accompanied by the revelation that he did not love her. The conversations he had with Lucy often revolved around his relationship with AIys. On one of their intellectual excursions Russell explains to Lucy that "he lived on Alys's vitality for years" but "with the gtst difficulty he has learned to say nothing to her" (24 Dec.).
This response regarding Alys is in keeping with the negative feelings towards her that he expresses in his journal. It is no wonder then that Russell looked to Lucy in order to "talk about his work & his difficulties with it & hopes for it" (ibid.).
The letters also contribute to the speculation about Russell's involvement with Mrs. Whitehead. Lucy deduced that Russell "is in love or in some way involved with Mrs. Whitehead" but also states that "I cannot say precisely" (9 Nov.). She discloses his thoughts on fidelity. Russell believed that "Although he owed 'a fundamental faithfulness' to Alys, there were other people to whom he owned love also where he had no right to sacrifice entirely to Alys" (ibid.). About two weeks later his reaction to Evelyn Whitehead's sudden decision not to visit prompted the following rather histrionic response: In his autobiography Russell refers to Evelyn Whitehead as the catalyst for a "mystic illumination" which occurred in February of 1901. However, she is not discussed at any great length. Clark's biography gives the impression that the relationship was based solely on friendship, but he adds that the evidence suggests Russell's feelings for her involved more than just "friendly affection". 7 While Victor Lowe's biography of A.N. Whitehead develops much the same conclusion, he focuses his argument on Evelyn Whitehead's character: "loyalty was one of the highest virtues"8 in her life, and he therefore dismisses the possibility of anything more than a friendly relationship between them.
One of the most intriguing comments that Lucy makes involves Rus- Russell does not dwell on the reception of "The Free Man's Worship" in his autobiography. This initial response to publication, with its assertion of his apprehension and regret concerning the revelation of his feeling in the essay, suggests that such an emotional investment in his work was perhaps too overwhelming or repellent to him. This may help to explain why he found creative writing so difficult.
IV
During her 1903 visit with the Russells Lucy Donnelly was more than a friendly visitor. As her letters to Helen illustrate she observed and recorded the events as they occurred in the Russell household. Readers of her letters to Helen will be struck by her awe of Russell, or possibly even infatuation with him. Undoubtedly such an attitude must be considered when employing her descriptions and comments for critical purposes. This is to suggest not that such observations are utterly unreliable but that they contribute another viewpoint to the already immense amount of information about Russell's life. The delight that she experienced in being with Russell prompted the following exclamation:
Bertie's the most brilliant living mind & I can well believe he may be. Heavens, at what a pace does he not carry one on-the strain is often terrible as it is exciting. And the high rarified atmosphere in which he lives & into which he takes you makes you find other air heavy & unvivifying. (I Nov.) Her 1903 visit appears to have solidified the friendship between them which thrived mainly in the form of letters.
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